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The Meaning of National Guilds. By M. B. Reckitt and 
C. E. Beckhofer. New York, The Macmillan Company, 1918. — 
xvi, 452 pp. 

Guild socialism is rapidly becoming that type of political philosophy 
which it is indispensable to understand. It is an interesting attempt 
to combine the virtues of the socialistic outlook with the merits of 
syndicalism ; but it omits from the one its over-emphasis upon the 
political state and from the other its virtual denial to the consumer of 
any share in government. It has thus an attractiveness for liberals 
who have become convinced from the pressure of events that some 
sort of collective-mindedness is the inevitable path of the future but 
yet shrink from that worship of the state to which socialism proper is 
prone. It has not, of course, any message of comfort to bring to 
admirers of the classic individualism. It starts out from a condemna- 
tion of the wages-system , and its primary article of faith is the necessity 
of destroying the capitalist state. In place of this it envisages a bi- 
partite community, governed industrially by a system of guilds, which 
are hierarchically combined into a guilds congress, and politically by a 
system of geographical representation upon the lines of the House of 
Commons. The details of the adventure are, naturally enough, the 
subject of anxious debate. Some exponents, like Mr. Penty, reject 
altogether the continuance of large-scale industry and pin their hopes 
to a revival of the medieval handicraft system. Others, like Mr. Cole, 
assume that the great industry is inevitable and seek the means of 
combining efficiency with freedom. 

This book is intended as an introduction to the subject for the gen- 
eral reader. It can hardly be said to have great value. Its philosophy 
seems to be derived mainly from Mr. Chesterton, and its history is a 
blind reproduction of Mr. Belloc's more fantastic nonsense. Where 
the book is general, its hypotheses are too large and too little docu- 
mented to be of much assistance ; where it is specific, anyone who has 
read Mr. G. D. H. Cole's admirable Selj- Government in Industry will 
have nothing to learn from the author's suggestions. What is best in 
the book is its atmosphere of eager enthusiasm and its careful study of 
a too little known literature. But it is unoriginal ; and the writers know 
too little of the general problems of the modern state to make their 
analysis of its future appear convincing. 

Harold J. Laski. 

Harvard University. 



